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First record of the false catshark, Pseudotriakis microdon,
from Australian seas

Gerald R. Alien and Mark A. Cowan

Department of Aquatic Zoology, Western Australian Museum, Francis Street, Perth,
Western Australia 6000

The shark family Pseudotriakidae is distributed
worldwide, mainly in deep waters of continental
slopes. Two species were formerly recognised, but
Compagno (1984) placed the Indo-Pacific
Pseudotriakis acrales Jordan and Snyder, 1904 in the
synonymy of the Atlantic P. microdon Capello, 1868.

The known distribution of P. microdon consists of
widely scattered, mainly Northern Hemisphere
locations, including off the northeastern United
States, Iceland, France, Portugal, Madeira, Azores,
Senegal, Cape Verde Islands, Japan, Taiwan, and
the Hawaiian Islands. Prior to the first Australian
record reported below, the only locations in the
Southern Hemisphere were New Zealand and the
Aldabra Islands group, just north of Madagascar.

Most of the specimens taken thus far were
captured by deep-set longlines or occasionally by
bottom trawlers. Depth of capture ranged between
200 and 1500 metres.

The first Australian record reported herein was
captured on 10 August 1994 by the South
Australian trawler "Lucky S". It was fishing for
orange roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) on the
continental shelf in the extreme southwestern
corner of Australia off Cape Leeuwin (approxi
mately 35°00'S, 114°45'E). Depth of capture was 830
m and a bottom temperature of 6° C was recorded.

The trawler's crew did not recognise the unusual
catch and it was taken back to Albany. Fortunately,
Mr Mike Jones, of Allerton Bait Supplies, notified
the Albany Residency Museum. Val Milne, Head
Curator of the institution, arranged to have it
frozen and shipped to the Western Australian
Museum in Perth.

The shark was photographed, preserved in

formalin, and is now lodged in the collection of the
Western Australian Museum (registration number
P.30826-Q01).

Compagno (1984, part 2) provided diagnostic
information, an outline drawing, and a brief
summary of the biology of P. microdon. In part 1 of
this same work he gave detailed illustrations of the
measurements and explained the terminology
which is used in the following paragraph.

The following measurements (in cm) were
recorded when the specimen was freshly thawed:
total length 200.0; precaudallength 174.0; prenarial
length 10.7; preoral length 10.1; preorbital length
14.5; prespiracular length 22.3; prebranchiallength
34.0; head length 44.5; prepectoral length 45.5;
prepelvic length 127.0; vent-caudal length 87.0; pre
first dorsal length 86.0; pre-second dorsal length
148.0; interdorsal space 22.0; dorsal-caudal space
8.3; pelvic-anal space 17.5; anal-caudal space 6.2;
eye length 4.6; eye height 2.2; interorbital space
14.0; nostril width 2.7; internarial space 10.7;
anterior nasal flap length 0.8; mouth length 8.0;
mouth width 23.8; first gill slit height 4.3; second
gill slit height 4.9; third gill slit height 4.9; fourth
gill slit height 4.8; fifth gill slit height 3.7; caudal
peduncle height 9.6; girth 74.5; pectoral anterior
margin 23.8; pectoral base 11.3; pectoral height
23.8; pelvic anterior margin 14.4; pelvic base 13.8;
pelvic height 14.4; pelvic inner margin length 7.2;
pelvic posterior margin length 12.7; first dorsal
anterior margin 45.0; first dorsal base 41.5; first
dorsal height 5.8; first dorsal inner margin 4.1;
second dorsal anterior margin 29.4; second dorsal
base 29.0; second dorsal height 15.8; second dorsal
inner margin 4.1; second dorsal posterior margin

Figure 1 Pseudotriakis microdon, 200 cm TL, off Cape Leeuwin, Western Australia.
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14.7; anal length 22.5; anal anterior margin 19.4;
anal base 19.0; anal height 9.8; anal inner margin
4.1; anal posterior margin 9.9; dorsal caudal
margin 39.0; preventral caudal margin 19.0;
posterior caudal margin 29.0; terminal caudal
margin 8.5; subocular pocket depth 0.8; second
dorsal origin-anal origin 8.8; intergill length 12.1;
abdomen height 29.5; tail height 18.0; pelvic-caudal
space 41.0; subterminal caudal margin 6.9; pectoral
pelvic space 69.0; spiracle height 4.1; spiracle width
1.5.

An examination of the stomach of the specimen

G.R. Allen, M.A. Cowan

revealed no discernable food items as digestion
had reduced all contents to a liquid.

REFERENCE
Compagno, L.J.V. (1984). FAO species catalogue. VolA.

Sharks of the World. An anotated and illustrated
catalogue of shark species known to date. Parts 1
and 2. FAO Fish. Synop.,(125) VolA, parts 1-2: 1
655.

Manuscript received 26 August 1994; accepted 22 December
1994.



Guide to Authors

Subject Matter:
Reviews, observations and results of research into

all branches of natural science and human studies
will be considered for publication. However,
emphasis IS placed on studies pertaining to Western
Australia. Longer papers will be considered for
publication as a Supplement to the Records of the
Western Australian Museum. Sh0l1 communications
should not nonnally exceed three typed pages and
this category of paper is intended to accommodate
observations, results or new records of significance,
that otherwise might not get into the literature, or for
which there is a particular urgency for publication.
All material must be original and not have been
published elsewhere.

Presentation:
Authors are advised to follow the layout and style

in the most recent issue of the Records of the
Western Australian Museum including headings,
tables, illustrations and references.

The title should be concise, informative and

contain key words necessary for retrieval by modem
searching techniques. An abridged title (not
exceeding 50 letter spaces) should be included for
use as a running head.

An abstract must be given in full length papers but
not short communications, summarizing the scope of
the work and principal findings. It should normally
not exceed 2% of the paper and should be suitable
for reprinting in reference periodicals.

The International System of units should be used.
Numbers should be spelled out from one to nine in

descriptive text; figures used for 10 or more. For
associated groups, figures should be used
consistently, e.g. 5 to 10, not five to 10.

Spelling should follow the Concise Oxford
Dictionarv.

Systematic papers must conform with the
International Codes of Botanical and Zoological
Nomenclature and, as far as possible, with their

recommendations.
Synonymies should be given in the short form

(taxon. author, date, page) and the full reference
cited at the end of the paper. All citations. including
those associated with scientific names, must be

lI1c1uded 111 the references.

Manuscripts:
The original and two copies of manuscripts and

figures should be submitted to the Editors, c/
Publications Department, Western Australian
Museum, Francis Street, Perth, Western Australia
6000. They must be in double-spaced typescript on
A4 sheets. All margins should be at least 30 mm
wide. Tables plus heading and legends to
illustrations should be typed on separate pages. The
desired position for insertIon of tables and
illustrations in the text should be lI1chcated 111 pencil.
Tables should be numbered consecutIvely, have
headings which make them understandable without
reference to the texL and be referred to in the text.

High quality illustrations are required to size (16.8
cm x 25.2 cm) or no larger than 32 cm x 40 cm with
sans serif lettering suitable for reduction to size.

Photographs must be good quality black and white
prints, not exceeding 16.8 cm x 25.2 cm. Scale must
be indicated on illustrations. All maps, line
drawings, photographs and graphs, should be
numbered in sequence and referred to as Figure/s in
the text and captions. Each must have a brief, fully

explanatory caption. On acceptance an IBM
compatible disk containing all corrections should be
sent with amended manuscript. The disk should be
marked with program (e.g. WordPerfect, Wordstar,
etc).

In papers dealing with historical subjects
references may be cited as footnotes. In all other
papers references must be cited in the text by author
and date and all must be listed alphabetically at the
end of the paper. The names of journals are to be
given in full.

Processing:
Papers and short communications are reviewed by

at least two referees and acceptance or rejection is
then decided by the editors.

The senior author is sent one set of page proofs
which must be returned promptly.

The senior author will receive fifty free offprints
of the paper. Additional offprints can be ordered at
page proof stage.



CONTENTS

D.J. Kitchener, W.e. Packer and A. Suyanto
Systematic review of Nyctimene cephalotes and N. albiventer (Chiroptera:
Pteropodidae) in the Maluku and Sulawesi regions, Indonesia 125

J.A. Long
A theropod dinosaur bone from the Late Cretaceous Molecap Greensand,
Western Australia 143

D.J. Kitchener and I. Maryanto
Small Pteropus (Chiroptera: Pteropodidae) from Timor and surrounding
islands, Indonesia 147

L.M. Roth
New species and records of cockroaches from Western Australia (Blattaria) 153

M. Peterson
A new Catasarcus species (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Entiminae) from the
Shark Bay - Kalbarri region of Western Australia 163

W.H. Cleverly
Australites from Earaheedy Station, Western Australia with notes on
australites from the nearby Glenayle Station 169

G.R. AlIen
A new species of Cardinalfish (Apogon: Apogonidae) from northwestern
Australia 177

I. Lansbury
Notes on the Corixidae and Notonectidae (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) of
southern Western Australia 181

D.J. Kitchener, N. Cooper and I. Maryanto
The Myotis adversus (Chiroptera: Vespertilionidae) species complex in Eastern
Indonesia, Australia, Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands 191

D.J. Kitchener and A. Suyanto
Morphological variation in Bearded Tomb Bats (Taphozous) in Maluku
Tenggara and Nusa Tenggara Timur, Indonesia 213

I. Bartsch
A new tegastid (Tegastidae: Harpacticoida: Copepoda) from southwestern
Australia: Syngastes dentipes sp. novo 221

SHORT COMMUNICATIONS

G.B. Trotter
The Colt Model 1851 Navy revolver and its purchase by the Western
Australian Police Force 227

H.S. Gill and P. Humphries
An experimental evaluation of habitat choice in three species of goby
(Pisces: Gobiidae) 231

G.R. AlIen and M. Cowan
First record of the False Catshark, Pseudotriakis microdon, from Australian waters 235

mu~


